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ASHRAE, founded in 1894, is an interna-
tional organization of some 50,000 per-
sons. ASHRAE fulfills its mission of ad-
vancing heating, ventilation, air condi-
tioning and refrigeration to serve hu-

manity and promote a sustainable world 
through research, standards writing, 
publishing and continuing education. 

DECEMBER 

CHAPTER MEETING 

DECEMBER: 
The December meeting is titled is “Pressure Independent Systems”. 

The presentation focuses on differential pressure control for hydronic 

systems. The speaker is Bart Decker. Bart Decker is a Hydronic Train-

ing Manager for IMI Hydronic Engineering Inc. He has worked in the 

HVAC industry in various training, sales and business development 

roles with focus on valves, system optimization etc. In his past experi-

ence, he had been instrumental in implementing various training pro-

grams on energy saving opportunities for engineers, contractors and 

end users. Bart is a graduate of Western Michigan University in Kala-

mazoo, MI with a Bachelors in Mechanical Engineering. Bart is an active 

member of ASHREA, JEC, IDEA, Na-

tional Fluid Power Society and TAP 

your steam 1-5 certified. 

 

 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER: 

The November meeting was a joint seminar between ASHRAE and 

the Building Simulation Users Group (BSUG). The presentation, enti-

tled “Building Performance Analysis for building Performance Rating 

Systems” focused on building performance rating systems and their 

requirements for energy use reduction and whole building optimiza-

tion.  The speaker was M. Dennis Knight who has 40 years experience 

providing engineering, design and construction related services with 

the building industry.  

Please Register online at: 

www.idahoashrae.com 

When: 

Wednesday, December 14, 2016 

11:45 am to 1:00 pm MST` 

Where: 

Idaho Power Building 

1221 W. Idaho St. 

http://www.idahoashrae.com


 

 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

 

An Equipment Estimator’s View on Plans and Specifications- Suggestions 

and Advice for Design Engineers. 

 
Design engineers have a tough job. Mechanical building systems are growing evermore intri-

cate. Technological advancements are consistently pushing mechanical equipment to increase 

in efficiency, functionality and complexity. This article is meant to humbly offer suggestions to 

design engineers with an understanding that we all must work together for high quality build-

ings.  

 

Please don’t specify full equipment model numbers. 99% of the time they are wrong. Even if a 

Mechanical Schedule is correct when the Design Engineer finishes, plans may sit for months 

with the owner. By the time an estimator sees them model numbers have likely changed. Man-

ufactures are constantly updating/changing model numbers; usually without prior notice. A 

better method is to list only the first half of the model number. Don’t rely on equipment 

model numbers to denote equipment options. These should be specified in the schedule 

notes section. Estimators pull their hair out when an option is identified in the model number 

but not on the schedule or specifications. Exception: it might be okay to show full model 

numbers if equipment will be sole specified and the design engineer knows the bid date. 

Don’t be afraid to use manufacturer’s representatives. Many receive specification bonuses 

above and beyond a typical sales commission. A specification bonus might work like this: any-

time a representative sells brand X that a design engineer placed on the plans, the representa-

tive receives a bonus from the manufacturer. Payouts can be thousands of dollars for large 

projects. Make them earn those bonuses.  

 

Estimators like it when design engineers mention thermostats and CO2 sensors on the me-

chanical schedule. Sure, estimators study the plans and details but Tstats or CO2 sensors are 

easy to miss.  
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE, Cont. 
 

 

Estimators like it when the schedule notes mention the majority of accessories that should be 

included for a specific piece of equipment. Certainly, design engineers can use details to point 

out sloped curbs, vibration isolators and hose kits. Please realize that equipment estimators 

spend most of their time studying equipment schedules. They will review details and specifica-

tions but it isn’t uncommon for these drawings to be inadvertently omitted when a contrac-

tor requests a bid from the manufacturer’s representative. In fact, sometimes contractors de-

liberately only send a snap shot of the equipment schedule. Competition is strong among con-

tractors and tough between manufacturer’s representatives. Less information may help avoid 

unnecessary competition on quiet projects.   

 

I recently saw a specification require options not available on the equipment specified. The 

equipment I sell was specified but yet we couldn’t meet the specification. This was very frus-

trating. We asked the design engineer and found out that the specification was copied from 

another project and not thoroughly reviewed because the design fee didn’t allow time. I real-

ize this scenario happens. Detailed specifications are wonderful in that they allow a design en-

gineer to elaborate on all the requirements of a particular product. The more details the bet-

ter, as long as that information is correct. In some situations it might be better to use a gener-

ic specification if the design fee doesn’t allow adequate time for review. Once again, don’t be 

afraid to reach out to your manufacturer’s representative for a specification critique.  

 

Tune in next month for advice from a contractor’s estimator. 

 

Casey Huffaker, PE 

Idaho Chapter of ASHRAE 2016 President 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

HISTORY LESSON 
December 

Five Years Ago 

The chapter president was Cory Law.  The meeting was held on Wednesday, December 14, 2011, 

at the Idaho Pizza Company.  The meeting was a presentation by Greg Cunnniff, PE, on flow con-

trol using variable speed circulators. 

 

Ten Years Ago 

The chapter president was Arden Davis.  The meeting was held on Friday, December 8, 2006, at 

St. Luke’s Hospital Meridian.  The meeting was a presentation on what St. Luke’s has been doing 

to improve energy efficiency, followed by a tour of the Building Control Room and the Boiler 

Room. 

 

Fifteen Years Ago 

The chapter president was Greg Hobbs.  The meeting was held on Friday, December14, 2001, at 

the Doubletree Riverside.  Ken Baker, Ken Baker Consulting, gave a presentation on energy 

codes and their economic feasibility. 

 

Twenty Years Ago 

The chapter president was Chuck Keene.  The meeting was held on Friday, December 13, 1996, 

at the Red Lion Riverside.  Paul Clausen, Copeland Corporation, gave a one hour technical ses-

sion on scroll compressors for commercial refrigeration.  The lunch topic, also by Paul Clausen, 

was recommendations and availability of refrigerants, including R-22. 

 

Twenty Five Years Ago 

The chapter president was Ken Tewksbury.  The meeting was held on Friday, December 13, 1991 

at the King’s Table Restaurant.  Dave Hattrick, Boise Building Department, gave a presentation on 

fire dampers and seismic bracing. 

 

Thirty Years Ago 

The chapter president was Adrian Fannin.  The meeting was held on Friday, December 12, 1986, 

at the Kings Table Restaurant.  Guy Chan, United McGill Corporation, gave a presentation on 

utilizing a unique state-of-the-art computerized program for duct system design to save engi-

neering time and reduce system component costs while optimizing the system’s energy perfor-

mance. 

 



 

 

Online Advertising!! 
Get your business card posted on 

www.idahoashrae.com 

*renewals are due now 

Annual Business Card Ad on Website: $50 

 

Professional Development Hours 
Professional Development Hours are now available at 

ASHRAE monthly meetings! 

 

ADVERTISEMENTS 

http://www.idahoashrae.com/


 

 

ATTENTION: ASHRAE MEMBERS 

The Chapter is now accepting advertisements  

in the monthly newsletter. 

Sponsorship Rates are as follows: 

            Per Issue   Annual (9 issues) 

 Business Card  $10.00   $50.00 

 Quarter Page    $25.00   $200.00 

 Half Page     $40.00   $325.00 

 Full Page     $60.00   $450.00 

Simple Advertisements Available For FREE!! 
EXAMPLE: 

Engineering Company-Mechanical Engineer 1 Position now open 

Visit: www.engineeringcompany.com/.careers for more information 

 

 For quarter, half, or full page job advertisements see above for pricing 

Member Questionnaire 

Click Here! 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1ZvrzBT1eKLkuh66rYRb0lAgkN_H9bee8Yyimx1PaLQU/viewform?usp=send_form


 

 

 

Please contact Sean Drake @ 

sean@fulchereng.com 

Interested in becoming more involved with your local 

ASHRAE Chapter?  Positions will be opening up soon!  

Please contact Casey Huffaker 
@ chuffaker@siglers.com for 

more information. 



 

 


